Parish Mission Statement

We the people of Our Lady of the Snows
Parish are a Catholic Christian community
who reach out to one another and to all people
by teaching and giving witness to the Good
News of Jesus Christ. Our mission is to invite
all to hear, share, and live the Word of God.
We try to inspire an awareness of our faith and
to encourage others to renew and energize that
faith in Jesus and His Church. We want to
welcome the entire community to enjoy the
warmth and love of our parish by participating
Masses
Saturday
Sunday

Served by the Pastoral Staff
Pastor: Rev. Kevin F. McBrien
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Jeremy Canna
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Hung Cao
Deacons: Matthew Oellinger, Steven Borheck,
John Warren, Kevin Hughes
Pastoral Associate: Mrs. Regina Moreno
Academy Principal: Mr. Joseph Venticinque
Human Concerns Director: Ms. Doreen Walz
Director of Music: Mrs. Lisa Kelly
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Melissa Spengler
Hours: Monday to Thursday 8:30 AM to 8:30 PM &
Friday 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM. The Parish Office is
closed weekdays from 12:00 Noon to 1:00 PM
Saturday
9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Sunday
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
For emergencies call (718) 347-6070
Our Lady of the Snows Catholic Academy
(718) 343-1346
Secretary: Mrs. Jill Buttry
School Website: www.olscafp.org
Faith Formation Office
(718) 347-3511
Secretary: Mrs. Esther Liberto
Human Concerns Center
(718) 347-6229
Secretary: Mrs. Virgilia Rillera

5:00 PM
8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 12:30 PM
and 5:30 PM Mass in Malayalam
Weekdays
9:00 AM and 12:00 Noon
Saturday Mornings
9:00 AM
Civil Holidays
9:00 AM
Holy Days of Obligation See Parish Bulletin
Latin Rite Catholic Mass in Malayalam:
Second Saturday of the month at 6:30 PM and
each Sunday at 5:30 PM
Miraculous Medal Novena:
Following all Masses on Monday.
Eucharistic Adoration:
First Friday of the month from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM in
the Church. Holy Hour from 8:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Also,
every Thursday from 12:30 PM to 4:00 PM in the
Church.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturdays at 1PM and on request.
Baptism:
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the third and
fourth Sundays of each month at 2:00 P.M. Please call
the Parish Office to make an appointment. A baptism
preparation class will be held on the second Wednesday
of each month in the Church. Attendance at this class is
required by the parents of the child to be baptized.
Marriage:
Please call the Parish Office at least 6 months in
advance of the marriage date to make an appointment
with a priest to discuss your marriage plans. For
Pre-Cana information, please visit: www.pre-cana.org.
Anointing of the Sick:
Please call (718) 347-6070 for arrangements.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2018
Second Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 9, 2018
8:00AM
9:30AM

People of the Parish
John J. Haughey
Communion Preparation Mass
11:00AM Collective Mass Offered for:
Mary & Anthony Tallarico, St. Jude,
Devasia Mathai, Sesinanda Ceniza, David Gillen,
Roberto Cuenca, Sister Elizabeth Derricks,
Deceased Members of the Cecilia Quiestas Family,
Enrico & Francesca Marini, Katy W. Carcamo
12:30PM Joseph J. Kass
1:30PM Respect Life/Rosary
5:30PM All Souls in Purgatory

Monday, December 10, 2018

9:00AM Ethlin Martin
12Noon Aida Bludau-2nd Anniversary
7:30PM Advent Stations

Tuesday, December 11, 2018
9:00AM
12Noon

Al Bernstein
Joseph and Marie Laruffa

THIS WEEK AT OLS
Sunday, December 9
9:00AM ......... Arts & Crafts Sale.............................................. BCH
10:30AM ....... Faith Formation Classes ....................... BCH/School
10:30AM ....... Holy Name Society........................................... PMR
4:00PM ......... Fil Am Committee.............................................. SJH
Monday, December 10
9:45AM ......... Arts & Crafts ...................................................... BCH
Tuesday, December 11
7:45AM ......... Children’s Choir............................................. Church
Wednesday, December 12
9:30AM ......... St. Vincent de Paul........................................... PMR
10:00AM ....... Golden Age Friendship Club ............................. BCH
2:55PM ......... Girl Scouts Troops 4740 & 4040 ....................... BCH
7:15PM ......... Teen Catechetical Program .......................... Library
7:30PM ......... R.C.I.A........................................................... School
7:45PM ......... Baptism Prep Class....................................... Church
Thursday, December 13
9:00AM ......... Food Packing ................................................... PMR
3:00PM ......... Band Rehearsal ................................................ BCH
6:45PM ......... Handbell Choir .............................................. Church
8:00PM ......... Adult Choir .................................................... Church
Friday, December 14
7:45AM ......... Children’s Choir............................................. Church
9:00AM ......... Food Packing ................................................... PMR
Saturday, December 15
6:00PM ......... Christmas Caroling............................................ SJH

Wednesday, December 12, 2018
9:00AM

12Noon

Marianna Joseph &
IK Joseph Illiparambil
Paddy Dunne

Thursday, December 13, 2018

9:00AM John Cuttone-3rd Anniversary
12Noon Edward Trummer
12:30PM Adoration until 4 PM

Friday, December 14, 2018
9:00AM
12Noon

Rita Mifsud-Birthday Remembrance
Joseph DiSunno-Birthday Remembrance

Saturday December 15, 2018
9:00AM
5:00PM

Annamma Kuncheria
Purgatorial Mass

Sunday, December 16, 2018

8:00AM Gloria and Robert Hildebrandt
9:30AM People of the Parish
11:00AM Installation of Liturgical Ministers
Collective Mass Offered for:
Tonja Karczewski, Rafael Garcia, Macario Rodil,
John & Vera Cunnane, Aley Devasia, Maria Hoyos,
Miguelina Richman-1st Anniversary,
Deceased Members of the Kane & Gillen Families,
Felicisima Doyola Pedrosa, Lorraine Lindsey
12:30PM Vito Sacino
2:00PM Baptisms
5:30PM Rev. Joseph Koilparampil

OLS Sunday Collection Report
Sunday, December 2nd……..………$13,277.00

God is so good…
and you are made in God’s image and likeness.
Thanks for sharing your goodness with others!

THE SANCTUARY LAMP
for the week was donated
in Loving Memory of
JOSEPH DISUNNO
Birthday Remembrance
requested by
The DiSunno Family
THE ALTAR WINES
for the week was donated
in Loving Memory of
JOSEPH DISUNNO
Birthday Remembrance
requested by
The DiSunno Family
THE ALTAR BREADS
for the week were donated
in Loving Memory of
AL BERNSTEIN
THE ALTAR FLOWERS
for the week were donated
in Loving Memory of
SR. MARY JARETH, R.S.M.
Birthday Remembrance
requested by
The Garrett Family

Dear Parishioners,
At this point we can practically taste
it! I’m not talking about delicious egg nog
before Christmas or any of the seven fishes
on Christmas Eve. Instead, we can taste
success-particularly to the Annual Catholic Appeal which
“Ever Ancient…………Ever New”
has once again done very well at Our Lady of the Snows. Our Lady of the Snows R. C. Church
Thank you to those who have generously responded so far to the recent help to the Annual Catholic
Appeal (ACA). As you see on the ACA thermometer in today’s bulletin we are steadily approaching our
parish goal of $105,179. Through parishioners keeping their pledges and numbers of new donors signing up,
we can look forward to completing this year’s Appeal with great success.
I know of the financial challenges everyone faces particularly during the holidays. I understand the
self giving on your part to many different organizations and causes. At Christmas we witness the spirit of
giving among family and friends, to coworkers and neighbors, with needy children and their parents and
others we do not even know. How happy and good it is when we can extend ourselves through our sacrificial
giving including the Annual Catholic Appeal.
The Annual Catholic Appeal ends on December 31st and I believe we can reach our goal and surpass
it real soon if we can add more new donors to the Appeal. If you needed more time in the past to consider a
pledge, I humbly ask your help today. Every gift is most important and deeply appreciated. Let us
encourage each another by completing the Appeal sheet in the bulletin. Please feel free to leave the pledge
sheet and initial payment in the Sunday collection or at the Parish Office. Please be sure to make checks
payable to Annual Catholic Appeal.
So let us look forward to raising our glasses of egg nog and toast each other for the spirit of
generosity we are blessed and happy to share!

IN YOUR CHARITY PLEASE PRAY FOR
The sick, homebound and hospitalized . . .
Elsa Barbagallo, Vivian Barbagallo, Joseph Chiofolo, Joan DeVito,
Ralph DeVito, Lorraine Dimitri, Rosalie DiSunno, Diana Dunn,
Adeline Giovannantonio, Felicia Goehringer, Louis Gunderson,
Stephen Hlatky, Phyllis Indiviglo, Barbara Lazaro, James Leung,

Tara Lockwood, Milagros Marrero, Elizabeth Milan,
Vincent & Florence Mucci, Casey Neikens, Susan Neikens,
Paul Nevins, Ashley Oellinger, Joseph Pellino, John Puglia,
Ignatious Raj, Prabhaker Rajappa, A. Nina Rocha,
Marybeth Marini Ruff, Joe Rupp, Neil Scahill,
John Varrone, Laura Velez, William Vicente, Muriel Vimala,
Jesse Wagner, Joan Wagner, Robert Webb
All Our Faithful Departed Loved Ones . . .
Milagros Estrada, Luigi Nargentino,
Sheila M. Persaud, Helen Rose Corazza

RECONCILIATION MONDAY. It is
hoped that all Catholics will have the
opportunity to come to confession before
Christmas. Here at Our Lady of the
Snows Father McBrien, Father Jeremy
and Father Hung will hear confessions on
Monday, December 17th between the hours of
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM. We
hope that these varied times will allow every
parishioner including children to celebrate the
sacrament of Penance before Christmas.
GOLDEN AGE FRIENDSHIP CLUB’S
next meeting will this Wednesday,
December 12th in Bishop Chappetto Hall.
New members are welcome.

RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT FUND collection
will be taken up today at all the Masses.
We appreciate your generosity to help our
men and women religious with their living
expenses and the increasing cost of health
care for elderly religious who have no pension and
minimal Social Security benefits. Offering envelopes
are in the Gathering Space and thank you for your
concern and prayers for our elderly religious.
BLESSING OF CHRIST CHILD from our Nativity
sets at home takes place at the 9:30 AM Mass next
Sunday, December 16th. Please
bring the figurine of the baby
Jesus in your manger set to church
and we will bless the image just
before Christmas!
COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS WORLDWIDE
CANDLE LIGHTING in remembrance of
children, grandchildren & siblings who have
died will take place at 7:00 PM tonight,
December 9th at St. Gregory the Great
Church in Bellerose, 242-20 88th Ave. If you
wish to have your child’s name read at the
candle-lighting please call the Parish Office
at 718-347-3707. There will be refreshments
following the service.

ADVENT GIVING TREE
ADVENT GIVING TREE. The
Advent Giving Tree is located in the
Gathering Space. You are invited to
take a gift tag and shop for those
who are in need at Christmas. By
next Sunday, December 16th, please
return all new, unwrapped gifts and place them
under the Giving Tree. The Human Concerns Center
thanks you for your spirit of giving at Christmas.
ADVENT WREATH. For those who
have an Advent wreath at home for
family prayer during this holy season,
today you light a second purple candle.
Next Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent, please
light two purple candles and one pink candle. This
signifies “Rejoice Sunday” as Christmas draws near.

CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCE MASS
CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCE MASS will be
offered on Christmas Eve at Midnight Mass. Green
Christmas Remembrance envelopes are in the
Gathering Space today for those
who wish to remember their loved
ones, living or deceased, at
Christmas and throughout the
Christmas Season. You may return
your offering in the collection or at the Parish Office.

CHRISTMAS GIFT TO MY CHURCH. A special
Christmas collection for the parish is being
taken up now before Christmas Day. The
Christmas letter from the pastor asks that
every parishioner prayerfully make a fair
share offering during this holy season. Extra
Christmas collection blue envelopes are in the church
today for those who did not receive the mailing. The
whole Pastoral Staff thanks you in advance for your
“Christmas Gift to My Church” this year.

HOLY NAME SOCIETY Communion
Mass and meeting take place today
beginning at 9:30 AM in the church. All
men in the parish are encouraged to
become Holy Name Society members.
CHRISTMAS PLANTS that will decorate
our church throughout the Christmas Season
may be donated. You may wish to donate
IN MEMORY OF or IN HONOR OF a
loved one. Christmas plant donation envelopes are
available in the church today. Please return your
offering in the collection or at the Parish Office.
“KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS.” Once again
this year we invite parishioners to
display their Catholic Faith especially
as Christmas approaches. Both
attractive lawn signs and car magnets
will be available for purchase today
during the Craft Sale in Bishop
Chappetto Hall. Thank you to the Knights of
Columbus Council 2852 for coordinating this
important work of evangelization and all the proceeds
will be distributed to different charities.
CHURCH ENVELOPES.
The new packet of
church envelopes was mailed this past weekend to all
registered parishioners who use the weekly
envelopes. If you did not receive the mailing please
contact the Parish Office. If you do not receive
envelopes we encourage you to formally register in
the parish as active parishioners and help support the
parish throughout the year. Lastly, we kindly ask you
to mark your offering amount on the front of the envelope each week. Thank you for your cooperation
and generosity to Our Lady of the Snows Parish.

RELIGIOUS CHRISTMAS STAMPS
are still available for purchase in the
Parish Office. Each book of twenty
stamps costs $10.00. Please come to
the Parish Office during regular hours
Mondays to Fridays. Thank you to the
Evangelization Committee for its hard work last
weekend in making the Christmas religious stamps
available for everyone.

HOLIDAY CRAFT SALE
HOLIDAY CRAFT SALE takes place
today in Bishop Chappetto Hall.
Featuring beautifully hand crafted
Christmas holiday decorations, unique
gifts and hard to find items, the Arts
and Crafts Group in the parish welcome everyone to
come, browse and shop just in time for Christmas.

ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS
ADVENT SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
takes place this evening at 7:00 PM at Immaculate
Conception Center, Douglaston.
Featuring the choir of Cathedral
Seminary Residence and our own
Our Lady of the Snows Church
Choirs, come with family, friends
and parishioners to hear of preparing for the way of
the Lord through Scripture and Song. Bishop Robert
Brennan, Auxiliary Bishop of Rockville Centre, will
be the presider. Afterwards refreshments will be
shared with all!

SAVE THE DATES
MONDAY, DECEMBER 17th
ADVENT RECONCILIATION MONDAY
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6th
3:00 PM – EPIPHANY CONCERT
MASS IN MALAYALAM is celebrated
in the church on Sunday evenings at 5:30PM.
Those interested in attending the Malayalam
Mass are encouraged to be present.

ADVENT STATIONS

R. C. I. A.

ADVENT STATIONS. All are welcomed to Advent
Stations this Monday, December 10th at 7:30 PM in
the church. Similar to the fourteen stations during
Lent, these stations written by the liturgical composer
David Haas will lead everyone through salvation
history in song, word and light to the path of
Christmas. Invite family, neighbors and fellow
parishioners to these special nights of joy, awe and
mystery!

CHRISTIAN INITIATION. Do you
know a family member or friend who is
interested in becoming a Catholic? The
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) is a wonderful process in our parish available to
those who feel called to the Catholic Faith. The RCIA is
also available for those Catholics who have not yet
received First Communion or Confirmation and those
interested in becoming Catholic. Please call the Faith
Formation Office (718-347-3511) for more information.

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASSES

CHRISTMAS CAROLING ROUTE. On Saturday,
December 15th, we will be holding our
annual Christmas Caroling Procession. This
year, our route will take us along 257th and
260th Streets between 80th and 81st
Avenues, as well as along 258th and 259th Streets
between 81st and 82nd Avenues. If you or anyone you
know lives on or close to our route, encourage them to
be near their home between 6:30 and 8:00p.m. on the
15th to hear us sing as we come by! (If necessary, the
rain date is the following Saturday, December 22nd).

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASSES. Any
Catholic adult who has not received the
sacrament of Confirmation is invited to
participate in a program of preparation
being offered in the area parishes. The
classes will be held on a monthly basis
beginning on Wednesday, January 30th in the Faculty
Room of the school. The Sacrament of Confirmation
for adults will be administered on Pentecost Sunday,
June 9th at the 9:300 AM Mass. Please contact Mrs.
Regina Moreno, Pastoral Associate, at 718-347-3511
or email her at rel.ed@olsnows.org to make an
appointment and to register for the classes.
Information flyers are also available on the tables in
the Gathering Space of the church.

COMMISSIONING of new Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy Communion, Luz Rebong, Valsa Kuriakose
and Smith Selwyn Marakacherry takes place at the
11:00AM Mass next Sunday, December 16th. God’s
blessings to them in their new liturgical ministries.

New Hymnals

We invite you to memorialize a hymnal for the year 2019 for a very modest donation of only $5.00 per hymnal. Please
fill out the form below and return it to the Parish Office. The name of the person, in whose memory the new hymnal is
donated, will be placed in the hymnals as we have done with this year’s hymnals.
The hymnals can be renewed each year. Thanks for your help.
New Hymnal Request for the Year 2019
———

———

———

———

———

———

———

———-

———

———-

———

———

———

———

———

———

———

———

———

———

———

———

———

———

———

———-

———

———-

———-

————

———

———

———

———

———

———-

———

For Someone Who is Living
“In Thanksgiving:__________________________________________________________________________________
Hymnal is “Requested by: __________________________________________________________________________
Contact Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________________________
For Someone Who is Deceased
“In Loving Memory of _____________________________________________________________________________
Hymnal is “Requested by _________________________________________________________________________
Contact Phone Number: __________________________________________________________________________
Name Only
Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Phone Number: __________________________________________________________________________

ACADEMY CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE sheets are on the tables in
the Gathering Space. Who wants to win some cool
cash before Christmas and at the same time help Our
Lady of the Snows Catholic Academy? Each sheet
contains three raffle
tickets. Each ticket is
$10.00 or three tickets
for $25.00. Feel free to
distribute the raffle sheet
to family and friends. Please return your tickets and
payment to the Parish Office or School Office by
Tuesday, December 11th. The drawing will take
place this Wednesday, December 12th.
HUMAN CONCERNS CENTER TRIP. The next
trip to Yonkers, Empire City Casino
will be on Tuesday, December 11,
2018. Cost $30. The bus will leave
promptly at 9:00AM from Our Lady
of the Snows. For more info or to
reserve a seat call Sophia at (718) 347-0512.
NEW HYMNALS. You may notice the
new BREAKING BREAD hymnals in
the bookracks. Once again we ask
everyone’s help and cooperation in
keeping the hymnals clean and please
return the hymnal into the bookrack at the
end of Mass.

God and Father of all gifts, we praise you
the source of all we are.
Teach us to acknowledge always
with generous gratitude
the many good things your infinite love
has given to us, as we support the work
of our Diocese in Brooklyn and Queens.
Open our hearts that we
may answer your call to follow
the message of the Gospel as disciples
in love and service,
so that all may come to know you.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen
ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
APPEAL
Here is the latest report as of December 6, 2018:
Amount of Goal: $105,179.00
Amount Pledged: $ 107,115.25
Amount Received: $ 100,925.25
Number of Donors: 419
LECTORS are asked to pick up the new
2019 Lector Workbook in the
Ministers Room following Mass today.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY. Another wonderful opportunity is fast approaching for Habitat for Humanity
volunteers to roll up your sleeves and help transform a house into affordable housing for a family in need. The
next rebuilding date is this Saturday, January 5th and it will take place in Southeast Queens.
Some of the work will include demolition of the house to its structural shell, digging out the
basement foundation, framing and other carpentry, sheetrock, flooring or painting. There is also
a ReStore located in Woodside, Queens where volunteers are needed to stock shelves with
second-hand items, organize inventory and work at the cash register. To sign up for any of these
volunteer opportunity please visit http://queenscoalition.habitatnyc.volunteerhub.com and use the join code:
“QC.” Please feel free to contact Deacon Kevin, our parish coordinator, at (917) 807-2389.

VOCATIONS EVENTS
EVENING OF FRATERNITY is for men
considering priesthood. All are welcomed to an
evening of prayer, dinner and a conference about the
vocation of the priesthood. This special gathering will
take place this Monday, December 10th from 5PM to
7PM at Saint John Paul II House of Discernment
located at 341 Highland Blvd., Brooklyn NY 11207.
JEREMIAH PROJECT, an overnight experience of
Christ through fraternity & prayer for men this Friday,
Dec. 14th to Saturday, Dec. 15th at Cathedral Seminary
House of Formation, Douglaston.
FRATERNITAS, fraternal group for middle school
students who are striving to live a model life of good
Catholic gentlemen through the discernment of God’s
will in their lives, meets at Cathedral Preparatory
School and Seminary, Elmhurst this Saturday,
December 15th from 1 PM to 5 PM.
For more information on these events
speak to any of the priests or call the
Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or
go to vocations@diobrook.org.

THE WORD AMONG US is a periodical that offers
daily reflections on the Scriptures proclaimed at Mass.
This year there is a special Advent edition entitled,
“Behold the Handmaid of the Lord,” is available for
purchase today in the Gathering Space. What a unique
way to enter the holy season of Advent by reading the
daily scriptures and reflection alone or with the
family. The listed price is $5.95 but at Our Lady of
the Snows they are available for only $2.00. Please
use the white envelope and return your payment in the
collection or at the Parish Office.

FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION
FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION.
Give your child the gift of faith! (It’s the most
important gift you will ever give!) Parents whose
children attend public school during the week are
reminded to register their children
for Faith Formation classes. Please
call the Faith Formation Office at
(718) 347-3511 about registration
and other information.

BRING HOME THE GOOD SHEPHERD
At the end of National Vocations Awareness Week, the Our Lady of the Snows Vocations Committee continues
to invite parishioners to receive our statue of the Good Shepherd into their homes! Bringing home the Good
Shepherd for a week is an opportunity to pray each day together as a family to the Lord, asking Him to help men
and women respond to vocations to the Priesthood, Diaconate, and other Religious or Lay Orders. The statue
is presented at Sunday Mass, and a folder containing prayer materials, children's activities, and information
about vocations is included. Individuals are welcome to participate. Also, one of our parish Priests or Deacons
will be available to come and offer a house blessing at a convenient time during the week!
If you would like to learn more about bringing home the Good Shepherd, please call Fr. Jeremy or bring the
completed form below to the Parish Office.
— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — --

I/We would like to participate in the Good Shepherd Program, dedicating daily prayer before the Good Shepherd
in our home and asking for the Lord to help men and women respond to vocations in the Priesthood, Diaconate,
and other Religious and Lay Orders.
NAME______________________________________

Phone #__________________________

Our Lady of the Snows Church
258-15 80th Avenue
Floral Park, NY 11004
Phone (718) 347-6070 ~ Fax (718) 343-3221
www.olsnows.org

Bambinelli Sunday
Blessing of the Christ Child
Sunday, December 16th
9:30 a.m. Mass

All are welcomed to bring to church the baby
Jesus figurine from their nativity set at home to
receive a special blessing before Christmas.

“God our Father . . .
we pray that with your blessing these images
of Jesus, who is about to come among us,
may be a sign of your presence
and love in our homes.”
-Blessing by Pope Benedict XVI

Advent: Where did it go?
How can we get it back?
Changing customs, especially in
connection
with
the
preparation for Christmas, have
greatly diminished appreciation
of
the
Advent
season.
Something of a holiday mood of
Christmas appears now to be
anticipated in the days of the
Advent season. As a result, this
season has unfortunately lost in
great measure the role of
penitential
preparation
for
Christmas that it once had.

The
Spirituality
Committee
would like to suggest that you
will find greater Christian joy in
the feast of Christmas if you

freely give yourself over in a
spirit of goodness and prepare
for the Christmas season by
spending the Advent season in
acts of penitential prayer,
fasting and works of mercy
during the weeks before the
celebration of the birth of Our
Lord and Savior on Christmas

day.
This tradition of observing these
special days in the Church
dates from Roman times and
was officially designated for the
entire Church by Pope Gregory
VII (1073-1085) who prescribed
these special days as Ember
Days. They were celebrated
four times a year near the

beginning of each season to
ask for blessings upon mankind,
and to pray in gratitude for the
blessings of nature, particularly
those used by the Church in her
Liturgy, such as olives, grapes,
and wheat.
The days were marked with
prayer, fasting and abstinence
and stressed spiritual renewal.

Although no longer mandatory,
the Spirituality Committee is
proposing that our families
voluntarily observe the Ember
Day
traditions
on:
Friday
December 14th and Friday
December 21st in hopes of
enhancing
the
reverential
nature of the Advent season for
you and your family.

Spend some time in prayer
Observe periods of fast and
abstinence
Perform charitable
sacrifices for the poor and
needy
Pray in gratitude for the
blessings of nature
If in all Christian homes liturgical
observances are practiced with
renewed enthusiasm and fidelity
to the penitential spirit of the
season, then Advent will again
come into its own. Its spiritual
purpose will hopefully again be
clearly perceived.

On these two days, in gratitude
to God for his abundant gifts
and blessings, we suggest that
you:
May God bless you and your
families during this Holy Season
of Advent.

Our Lady of the Snows Parish
Floral Park
Goal: $105,179

As of 12/06/2018
Pledged: $107,115.25
Received: $100,925.25
Amount needed to reach
Goal: $7,004.00
Pledged: $107,115.25
Goal: $105,179.00
Received: $100,925.25
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
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Look what we have done together.
Thank you for helping come ever so
close in reaching our parish goal.
There is still an opportunity to make a
pledge and payment.
Thank you for your support!

