Parish Mission Statement

We the people of Our Lady of the Snows
Parish are a Catholic Christian community
who reach out to one another and to all people
by teaching and giving witness to the Good
News of Jesus Christ. Our mission is to invite
all to hear, share, and live the Word of God.
We try to inspire an awareness of our faith and
to encourage others to renew and energize that
faith in Jesus and His Church. We want to
welcome the entire community to enjoy the
warmth and love of our parish by participating
fully in the sacramental life of the Church.
Masses

Saturday
Sunday

Served by the Pastoral Staff
Pastor: Rev. Kevin F. McBrien
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Jeremy Canna
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Hung Cao
Deacons: Matthew Oellinger, Steven Borheck,
John Warren, Kevin Hughes
Pastoral Associate: Mrs. Regina Moreno
Seminarian: Alex Olszewski
Academy Principal: Mr. Joseph Venticinque
Human Concerns Director: Ms. Doreen Walz
Director of Music: Mrs. Lisa Kelly
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Melissa Spengler
Secretary: Ms. Teresa Peveraro
Hours: Monday to Thursday 8:30 AM to 8:00 PM &
Friday 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. The Parish Office is
closed weekdays from 12:00 Noon to 1:00 PM
Saturday
9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Sunday
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Parish Office (718) 347-6070
For emergencies call (718) 347-6070 ext. *842
Our Lady of the Snows Catholic Academy
(718) 343-1346
Secretary: Mrs. Jill Buttry
School Website: www.olscafp.org
Faith Formation Office
(718) 347-3511
Secretary: Mrs. Esther Liberto
Human Concerns Center
(718) 347-6229
Secretary: Mrs. Virgilia Rillera

5:00 PM
8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 12:30 PM
and 5:30 PM Mass in Malayalam
Weekdays
9:00 AM and 12:00 Noon
Saturday Mornings
9:00 AM
Civil Holidays
9:00 AM
Holy Days of Obligation See Parish Bulletin
Latin Rite Catholic Mass in Malayalam:
Second Saturday of the month at 6:30 PM and
each Sunday at 5:30 PM
Miraculous Medal Novena:
Following all Masses on Monday.
Eucharistic Adoration:
First Friday of the month from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM in
the Church. Holy Hour from 8:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Also,
every Thursday from 12:30 PM to 4:00 PM in the
Church.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturdays at 1PM and on request.
Baptism:
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the third and
fourth Sundays of each month at 2:00 P.M. Please call
the Parish Office to make an appointment. A baptism
preparation class will be held on the second Wednesday
of each month in the Church. Attendance at this class is
required by the parents of the child to be baptized.
Marriage:
Please call the Parish Office at least 6 months in
advance of the marriage date to make an appointment
with a priest to discuss your marriage plans.
Anointing of the Sick:
Please call (718) 347-6070 for arrangements.
Catholic Cemeteries:
For information and available options please call
(718) 894-4888.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2020

THIS WEEK AT OLS

Fourth Sunday of Lent

All Masses will be offered privately by the
parish priests

Sunday, March 22

Maria DeRisi
People of the Parish
Carmine and Josephine Liberto

ALL PARISH MEETINGS, EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
ARE CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTION, PLEASE FEEL
FREE TO CALL THE PARISH OFFICE

Collective Mass:
George J. Panjikaran, George Marandha,
Pushpa James, Adeline Beyer,
Vincent Pistone, Lena Rella,
Sr. Benedicta Dega-Living,
Angela Soldano, Mayra Martinez,
Thomas Laffey,
Carmine and Josephine Liberto
In Thanksgiving
Terence and Thresia Nedumparambil

Monday, March 23

Marja Drobenko
Maripat Frary Testa

Tuesday, March 24

Helen Wendelken
Deacon Matthew Oellinger-Living

Wednesday, March 25

Patrick and Joan Kearney

THE SANCTUARY LAMP
for the week was donated
in thanksgiving
ST. JOSEPH
requested by
Bonkowski and Sortino Families

Varghese and Aleyamma Varghese

Thursday, March 26

Nora Hoey

Special Intentions

Friday, March 27

Herbert DeGiovine
Salvatore Capolarello

Saturday, March 28

Vito Marretta

IN YOUR CHARITY PLEASE PRAY FOR
The sick, homebound and hospitalized . . .
Joseph Chiofolo, Bernadette Jean-Louis,
Virginia Kurylas, Sharon Larkin, Tara Lockwood,
Angelina Rocha
All Our Faithful Departed Loved Ones

Sunday, March 29

Deacon Hank Smith
Helen Dubhlan

Collective Mass:
Jose Crespi, Eamon Rainsford,
Anita D’Agostino, Joseph Haffey,
Maureen McCann, Mama Parmar,
Robert L. Hollis, Eva Campbell,
Burton Lasher, Rosario Laurea-Living
People of the Parish
In Thanksgiving
Terence and Thresia Nedumparambil

OLS Sunday Collection Report
March 8, 2020.....................................$6,627.00

We all grow spiritually when we share!
Thanks for participating in
the mission of our parish!

Dear Parishioners,
Thank you for reading today’s church bulletin on the parish website. For those who prefer
reading a hard copy a limited number of copies will be on the tables in the Gathering Space each
week and feel free to take one when you come into the church to pray privately.
Needless to say, a lot has happened to all of us and to everyone around the world. The
coronavirus pandemic has changed people’s behavior, outlook, motivations and schedules. As people often
remark, “Change is not easy.” Yet in light of the present situation we must alter our routine out of deep concern
and genuine care for each other.
What I hope will remain unchanged is faith in the providence of God who loves us unreservedly. It is way too
easy to think God is mad or God is deserting us; such thoughts are unnecessary and have no value. Instead, let us
heed the words of Jesus: “do not be afraid; just have faith” (Mk.5:36).
Recently I read this about God. If we can trust and believe that God’s loving care is always present we would “let
go” to God, and not let go of God. To let go of God would be dreadful!
Beloved, today and in the days ahead may we “let go” to God. May we find those grace moments to
be of great comfort and may we pray unceasingly with complete trust.
“Jesus, I trust in You.” - St. Faustina

WARM WELCOME
WARM WELCOME. If you are new to our parish
please feel free to introduce yourself to one of the
priests or deacons after Mass today. We kindly invite
you to come to the Parish Office and register as a
member of Our Lady of the Snows. Registration is
important for all parishioners because then we are
able to issue sponsor letters for Baptism,
Confirmation and Matrimony. We can also give end
of the year statements of your contributions to the
church through regular use of the envelopes. We can
also help you with letters of recommendation for
employment, school, etc. Your registration will also
help us with our parish census in knowing the number
of Catholics in Floral Park and surrounding areas.
Thank you and welcome!

EASTER GIFT TO MY CHURCH
EASTER GIFT TO MY CHURCH. The Annual
“Easter Gift to My Church” collection is being
accepted at this time. The Easter letter from the
Pastor asks that every parishioner make a fair share
offering during this holy season of Joy and Hope.
Extra “Easter Gift to My Church” envelopes are in
the church today for those who did not receive the
mailing. Please return your offering in the mail or to
the Parish Office. Thank you in advance for your
EASTER GIFT TO MY CHURCH this year.

LENTEN RICE BOWLS

LENTEN RICE BOWLS
Thank you to everyone who
participated in this year’s Parish
Lenten Almsgiving in support of
Catholic Relief Services. During the
week of March 29th, Monday to
Friday, please return your cardboard
rice bowl(s) that you used throughout Lent placing
spare change in the bowl. We kindly ask you to
change the coins to dollars and drop off the rice
bowl(s) at the Parish Office and not in the church.
Thank you for your sacrificial giving and support of
Catholic Relief Services this Lent.

To my friends at OLS:
I want to thank all of you who attended the mission I
preached. It was a joy meeting you all! On behalf of
my Passionist Community, thank you for your very
generous offerings donated to us. ($11,300!) This
money will support us in our religious life and help
me in my media outreach. Also, thank you to those
who bought my resources. ($5,500) Plus some of you
became partners with my ministry! I’m praying for
you all as we deal with this pandemic! Thank you
from the bottom of my heart!

CHRISTIAN INITIATION
CHRISTIAN INITIATION. Do you know a family
member or friend who is interested in becoming a
Catholic? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) is a wonderful process in our parish available
to those who feel called to the Catholic Faith. The
RCIA is also available for those Catholics who have
not yet received First Communion or Confirmation
and those interested in becoming Catholic. Please call
the Faith Formation Office (718-347-3511) for more
information.

FIRST COMMUNION GIFTS
FIRST COMMUNION GIFTS. Visit
www.prospecthillco.com and choose
from over 70 gift ideas including prayer
books, missal kits, rosary beads, cross and
chain, etc. to commemorate this spiritual
moment in the lives of boys and girls
preparing for First Holy Communion.
When purchasing religious articles from the website,
25 percent of all sales will be returned to the parish
which is wonderful.

CHURCH DONATION REQUEST FORM
If you would like to have a record of your Church contributions for 2019, please let us know by filling out the form
below and returning it to the parish office. PLEASE NOTE: Repair & Maintenance donations (Green Envelopes)
have been recorded with Sunday Collection contributions before being transferred to the Building Fund.
(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY WITH COMPLETE ADDRESS)
Name:___________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________
Phone Number:_____________________________ Church Envelope Number:_______

BULLETIN ADVERTISERS
BULLETIN ADVERTISERS. We are
grateful to those merchants and businesses
that support our weekly bulletin by placing
an ad. We ask all parishioners to patronize
these merchants and anyone is welcomed to take an
advertisement by calling the bulletin company at
(631) 249-4994.

RELIGIOUS ARTILCES
RELIGIOUS ARTICLES ON SALE. The Faith
Formation Office has a beautiful display of religious
articles for purchase. Located in the school, items
include devotional pictures, prayer books, rosaries,
crosses, medals and much more. Many of the
religious items are unique gifts for Easter, First Holy
Communion Day, Mother’s and Father’s Day, etc.
Please feel free to come to the Faith Formation Office
Mondays to Thursdays from 10:00AM to 4:00PM.
You may also call (718) 347-3511.

Our Lady of the Snows Academy

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
represent free money for Our Lady of the
Snows Catholic Academy. Thank you to
everyone who clips box tops from these
products and brings them to the Parish
Office. Please note that Campbell’s Labels will no
longer be accepted. We encourage everyone to
continue clipping box tops for us.
SCRIP CARD PROGRAM.
For every gift card purchased at
face value the retailer will donate
a percentage to our school. Gift
cards are available for
supermarkets, department stores, office supplies and
much more. Gift cards can be ordered for different
occasions including birthdays, anniversaries, etc. So
before you shop or need a gift idea consider a gift
card and help our school earn money while you shop!
Scrip card flyers are located in the Gathering Space.

LOVE OF NEIGHBOR
LOVE OF NEIGHBOR. During this
time of coronavirus, let us consider
some of the spiritual and corporal
works of mercy by offering prayers,
making phone calls, sending an email
or text, etc. to loved ones and to those
who are confined to their homes
during this time. Without a doubt it
will make a world of difference!

AUTO DONATION

SHALOM WORLD

AUTO DONATION. The
Associated Vincentian
Charities of Brooklyn
will take any car, truck or
van, running or not, and
donate$75 to $200 per vehicle to Our Lady of the
Snows. Any old or neglected vehicle sitting in your
driveway or family member, friend or neighbor’s
driveway can be disposed of by calling
(718) 491-2525. Free towing, any condition, IRS tax
deduction.

SHALOM WORLD is a new
high-definition Catholic family
television network available for free
on different cable networks. Original
programming includes conferences, movies, concerts
and much more. There is a variety of educational and
instructional programs to help grow in relationship
with Jesus and His Church. For more information and
channel finder, please visit:
www.ShalomWorld TV.org

TD BANK PARISH FUNDRAISER
TD BANK PARISH FUNDRAISER.
If you are currently banking with TD
Bank (checking, savings, money
market, etc.) TD Bank will make an
annual contribution to Our Lady of the Snows. This
is how it works: During your next visit to TD Bank,
mention to a representative the “Affinity Membership
Program” and our parish’s affinity code number
AG498. Any existing accounts at any TD Bank
branch and newly open accounts will earn credit
whereby TD Bank will base its annual contribution to
Our Lady of the Snows Parish. The more who bank
with TD Bank the more money TD Bank will
contribute to the parish annually. There are no costs
involved and everyone’s privacy is guaranteed.
Thank you for your participation in this parish
Fundraiser!

CHURCH ETIQUETTE
CHURCH ETIQUETTE. A reminder to
everyone to please turn off cell phones
before entering the church. We ask that
before and after Mass greetings to each
other should be extended in the Gathering Space as
some parishioners may be praying privately in the
church. Lastly, please be mindful of wheel chair
seating in the church for the disabled and their
caregivers. Thank you for your consideration.

MINISTRY BROCHURES Please feel free to
browse the new brochure rack located in the Gathering
Space containing informative pamphlets about the
ministries, societies, organizations and clubs taking
place in the parish. This new reference point is available
for anyone who wishes to become involved and be a
volunteer at Our Lady of the Snows. Take home the
brochure(s), read and pray over the information, and
feel free to contact the parish leader or Parish Office
with any questions.

WEBSITES
PARISH/SCHOOL WEBSITES.
Visit www.olsnows.org and see an
abundance of information about our parish
including its history, parish ministries and
special events, the weekly bulletin and
much more. Visitwww.olscafp.org and find out
important information about exciting upcoming
school events. Happy surfing!

QUEENS DEANERY #5 Join Queens Deanery
#5 on Facebook where you will learn about the
upcoming spiritual events in the parishes in the
Deanery. In addition, the weekly bulletins, contact
information, Mass schedules and much more about
the ten parishes in the Deanery are conveniently
available! Visit Queens Deanery #5 on Facebook and
“like” the page to receive updates or visit us on the
web at www.queensdeanery5.org.

Our Lady of the SnowsChurch
258-15 80th Avenue
Floral Park, New York

March 2020
Dear Parishioners,
I want to thank you for all your concern and prayers for
one another during this difficult time of the coronavirus.
The cancellation of public masses until further notice has
been most challenging for all of us and I encourage
everyone to join in spiritual communion with the faithful
through televised masses on different cable stations.
Needless to say, the parish will be facing financial
setbacks in the days ahead. Your weekly contributions are
essential for the good of the parish. Your sacrificial
giving is of great importance with meeting the cost of many
parish programs, employee salaries and benefits, utilities,
etc.
I ask your help in this difficult time to mail in or drop off
your weekly offering envelope at the parish office. You may
use online banking as an option too. Please prayerfully
consider increasing your offering as it may take some time
to recoup when the crisis is over.
You may log onto the parish website, www.olsnows.org to
view the weekly bulletin and for any new developments,
announcements, etc. Also, the parish office will remain
open.
From my heart, thank you for everything you do for us at
Our lady of the snows.
May Mary, our lady of good health, watch over you and
your loved ones.

Father McBrien

The current spread of the novel Coronavirus is quite disturbing. There is a sense of the unknown.
How bad will this get? Will it affect me? How will it further change our way of life? Just as we try to calm
down and remind ourselves not to worry beyond the facts, the next day’s news reveals something more
shocking. Fear is a very unsettling emotion. It can paralyze us and take away our abilities to remain
balanced and reasonable and to discern the right choices before us.
On one level it is critical that we follow good sound advice from the medical community and do
what we can to prevent ourselves from getting the virus or from spreading it to others. But, on a far deeper
level, we need to turn to prayer, to our relationship with God, to find comfort and peace that we need the
most. This is a time to place ourselves in the Lord’s hands and to ask for the grace to trust.
We certainly can pray that the epidemic will come to an end soon, and that people who contract the
virus will receive the care they need. And, we can pray for those who are suffering, for the most vulnerable
all over the world, and we can pray with those who are grieving the loss of loved ones.
Letting our Lord comfort us with a peace that nothing else in the world can give is to pray at another
level. It begins with our reminding ourselves that we are loved by God. In the Christian tradition, we can
remind ourselves of the Good News itself. We are saved from the power of sin and death through the death
and resurrection of Jesus. Many other religious traditions offer us hope and consolation in God’s love and
presence with us.
How do we find that peace in the midst of so much anxiety and worry about the future? We can
take precautions and be prudent, but we don’t have to worry about what we can’t control. We can trust
that by turning to our God, we can rely on God’s love and presence. We can take courage from a sense that
we are not alone. And, we can let go of the anxieties and be brought deeper into that relationship which
feels “at home” and reminds us of our truest self.
Most of all, faith and trust can help us replace our anxiety with our mission – the mission each of us
has to love as we have been loved. When we ask for help, - in our relationship with our God – to grow in
compassion and care for those around us, a new level of purpose is given to us. We can feel the grace of
being sent – missioned – to be for and with others in crisis. We can comfort others and help calm their
fears. We can be a source of strength for others who are struggling. Our charity and the ways we reach out
to others will transform our hearts. And, we can make a real difference. Perhaps someone I know, who is
quarantined at home, needs a call every day, or perhaps a quick trip to the store for necessities. The
possibilities will come to us as we let our hearts be calmed and be filled with compassion. Gratitude leads to
generosity and courage lets our hearts move from being fearful to being bold.
Most loving God, Creator of us all, we turn to you to care for your people in need.
We thank you for your presence among us and the peace you offer us.
Send us your Spirit to fill us with courage and hope,
so that we might be your instruments of love and assistance for others in need.
Through this crisis, may we come together,
as people of faith in a crisis so often do by your grace,
and may we come out of it more united and more determined
to care for those most in need.
Thank you for your fidelity and the graces we need these days. Amen.
Andy Alexander, S.J.

